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Lombard Towns of Italy or the Cities of Ancient Lombardy. 

By Egerton E. Williams, Jr. xiv and 590 pp. Map, ills., index. Dodd, 
Mead & Co., New York, 1914. 9%i6. 

A second edition during the current year of an account of the history, 
architecture, and art of the towns of Lombardy. It is the last volume of 
a trilogy begun ten years ago, the preceding volumes being the ' ' Hill-Towns of 
Italy ' ' and the ' ' Plain-Towns of Italy. " It is intended as an aid to tourists 
who are not content with the brief accounts of "Baedeker," and also to give 
to those who are not tourists some idea of the beauties of Lombardy. The 
half-tone reproductions of photographs of Lombard landscapes, churches, paint- 
ings and sculptures are unusually fine. The places described are Bergamo, 
Monza, Saronno, Varese, the towns of the Olona Valley, Pavia, Lodi, Crema, 
Cremona, Mantua, and its environs. The history of the various places visited 
is given at length, and the descriptions of the architectural beauties of Lombard 
churches and works of art are minute and discriminating. In connection with 
Monza is given the story of the Iron Crown and Napoleon's crowning himself 
with it. The writer rejects the usual story of Napoleon personally leading the 
charge over the bridge of Lodi. The facts about Stradivari and his Cremona 
violins are briefly recorded. There is an extended description of the Certosa 
Monastery of Pavia and its artistic beauties. About a third of the book is 
taken up with an account of Mantua, in which the history of the powerful 
Gonzaga family is related at considerable length. The traditional house and 
garden of "Vergil at Mantua is also noticed. David H. Buel. 

Rome of the Pilgrims and Martyrs. A study in the martyrologies, 
itineraries, syllogje, and other contemporary documents. By Ethel Ross 
Barker, xiii and 379 pp. Maps, index. 6. H. Doran Co., New York, 
1912. $3.50. 9x6. 

A popular handbook, aiming to give in a concise, yet complete manner the 
latest results of arehasologieal research on the earliest documents bearing upon 
Roman Christianity of the first three centuries. Internal evidence makes it 
clear that the authoress is a Roman Catholic. She follows in the main the 
conclusions of the Ballandists Delahaye and De Smedt, of Duchesne, de Rossi, 
and Marucchi, all convinced Roman Catholics. The name of the Lutheran 
Harnack is mentioned, but his views are not quoted. It is assumed as beyond 
doubt that Peter lived and died in Rome. The position taken is that of the 
Roman Catholic higher critics, who set down the larger part of the miraculous 
legends of the saints as unhistoric tales of the tenth century. The topography 
and monuments of Christian Rome are first described ; next, the views of the 
early Roman martyrs and of the pilgrims to their shrines are explained. Then 
follow briefly, but in detail, an account of the Liber Pontificalis, the Roman 
Itineraria, the Acta Martyrum, and the Syllogce, or ancient Christian inscrip- 
tions. None of the documents described antedate the fourth century, and 
many are as late as the seventh or eighth century. David H. Buel. 

The Balhans: Roumania, Bulgaria, Servia and Montenegro. 

By William Miller, xix and 476 pp. Map, ills., index. 6. P. Putnam's 

Sons, New York, 1911. $1.50. 8x5%. 
The book is a reprint of the first edition published in 1896. Though not 
up to date, it fulfils adequately a most desirable purpose. It clears up the 
perplexities that make it difficult for the general reader to grasp the meaning 
of Balkan affairs, because he does not understand the underlying influences, 
some originating many centuries ago, that have been factors in shaping events. 
It is impossible to understand these matters without some knowledge of Balkan 
history — so here we have the main features of this history clearly and con- 
cisely unfolded. It has much to do with the mutual jealousies of Bulgarian 
and Serb, the struggle of various races for supremacy in Macedonia, the alter- 
nate friendship and enmity of the Russian and the Turk— all of which facta 
have their root deep down in the past annals of the Balkan lands. Many will 



